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On Sept. 7, the Epiphany School in Madrona will celebrate the grand opening of its first newly constructed
building. The building pulls together a campus that has existed for over 53 years in rented church space and
converted homes.
Matt Neely, head of school, said the $18 million project has been in the works for about seven years. The school
has built projects before such as a gym but this is the first time it has constructed a space purely for education.
“Everything has teaching and learning in mind rather than ‘we can convert that kitchen into a blank,’” he said.
“It really brings us together. This kind of unifies and integrates the campus. It’s a pivotal moment in the school’s
history.” Epiphany School is an independent, non-denominational primary school located at 3611 E. Denny
Way. It serves 225 students from pre-kindergarten through grade 5.
The new building, Madrona Hall, has 25,000 square feet on three levels. The bottom level is underground parking. The main level houses a library, media center, and kindergarten and pre-kindergarten classrooms. The upper
level has offices and classrooms for first, second and third grades.

The school also renovated Spock Hall, which is north of
Madrona Hall. Spock Hall has more office space and fourth
grade classrooms. A new skybridge connects the buildings.
Fifth grade classrooms remain in renovated houses that are
part of the campus.
The Miller|Hull Partnership was architect. Sellen Construction
was general contractor. The building was completed on time
and under budget. Neely said the team estimates the cost will
be at least six figures under budget because of value
engineering, commodities prices and collaboration.
The project is targeting LEED gold. Neely said
environmental protection and sustainable living are a part
of the school’s culture, and a number of the donors wanted
a LEED building. Neely also said Epiphany competes with
Bertschi in Seattle and the St. Thomas School in Medina, both
of which have LEED gold buildings.
Some of the green features will be woven into the school’s
curriculum. The building has 26 solar panels to power fans
and 13 for power generation, representing about 2.5 percent
of the building’s energy needs. A “meter wall” will show the
building’s electricity, gas and solar meters next to a graphic
that explains how energy is produced. “It’s a teaching wall
and right next to it is a look-through so they can see pipes and
wires, etc.”
A science lab in a separate building has an observation deck
where students can see Madrona Hall’s green design elements,
turning the building itself into a teaching tool. Students can
see solar cells, a green roof and a sundial. The green roof can
also be viewed from an internal corridor in Madrona Hall.
Each classroom has a solar-powered fan to support air
circulation. Teachers can open dampers to let in air while kids
can see how air moves through the space by watching a
suspended device called a “whirlygig.” The goal, Neely said,
is for children to see the relationship between different kinds
of energy.
A smart lighting system will monitor whether artificial light is
needed. Each room has a standard or “bug-eye” skylight.
Madrona Hall has water-efficient fixtures and a 500-gallon
cistern that will provide water for the school garden. A
“pitchfork to plate” program will involve students in food
production, from garden beds to the kitchen.
Bob Hull of Miller|Hull said, “From the teaching garden

utilizing captured rainwater, to the daylighting,
natural ventilation and solarpowered fans, this
building will be an active participant in the
educational experience of every student for years to
come.”

The campus previously was shaped like an irregular
polygon but now it is more of a rectangle. Neely said
the project has created a coherent campus by defining
the perimeter. It also provides more places for people
to gather in large or small groups.

Four houses were previously on the Madrona Hall
site. Two houseswere razed but two were moved to
other lots in the neighborhood. Neely said the school
gave the houses away but the new owners had to pay
moving costs.

“We’ve got it all sort of in one area,” he said. “We
don’t even know the possibilities... there’s all this
new teaching opportunity that’s right here.”

Site work included creating a 50-foot-diameter
unprogrammed fieldturf space with theater seating
around it, a brick ringed commons area, a natural turf
area, a school garden with seven beds, a reconfigured
public playground and a sundial. There is also public
art installations designed by Juan Alonso.

Neely said the school has no plans for more
construction. Other team members included DCI
Engineers, structural; Sider + Byers, mechanical;
Interface Engineering, electrical and lighting;
Johnson/Southerland, landscape architecture;
Springline Design, civil engineer; SSA, acoustics;
BEE Consulting, building envelope; and Dana
Warren with Warren Co., owner’s representative.

